
 

 

The foundation of a great Jewish institution 

 
The Alliance israélite universelle 
 
 Attached to the universal principles of the French 
Revolution, the founders of the A.I.U aimed at 
promoting equality between all Jews throughout the 

world.  

 
  

 
 
 
 

The foundation of the AIU  
The Alliance Israélite Universelle was created to defend the rights of Jews throughout the world, in 
reaction to the Damas (1840) and the Mortara (1858) affairs. The Mortara affair was caused by the 
secret baptism of a Jewish child in Italy and by the Church’s refusal to give him back to his parents.  
On May 17th,1860, six personnalities called for the creation of the Alliance Israélite Universelle: 
Elie-Aristide Astruc (1831-1905), a rabbi and a writer; Isidore Cahen (1835-1902), a professor and 
a journalist; Jules Carvallo (1820-1893), an engineer ; Narcisse Leven (1833), a lawyer; Eugène 
Manuel (1823-1901), a professor and a writer; Charles Netter (1828-1882), a business man and a 
philanthropist. 
 

A "civilizing mission" 
The Alliance Israélite Universelle embarked on a "civilizing mission" to advance the Jews of the 
Middle East through French education and culture. Since the beginning, the AlU decided to defend 
persecuted Jews and work for their emancipation through « regeneration ». A large educational 
network was created, thanks to devoted teachers.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From the Dictionnaire encyclopédique du judaïsme, Edition du Cerf, 1993 

 

The official motto of the Alliance 

 


