From Jeremiah to Joel, New Visions of Isaiah

A Future of Peace or War?

In these selections from Nevi’'im, the Book of
Prophets, Isaiah’s vision of a future peace is
reinterpreted and even reversed. While Jeremiah
laments the lack of peace, Joel goes so far as to urge
the people to, “Beat your plowshares into swords,
and your pruning-hooks into spears.” Yet there
remains hope for peace in Jerusalem, according to
the prophecy of Zechariah.

Rembrandt Van Rijn, Jeremiah Lamenting
the Destruction of Jerusalem (1630)
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Jeremiah 6
“They have healed also the hurt of My people lightly, saying: 'Peace, peace', when there is
no peace.
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Isaiah 2

2 And it shall come to pass in the end of days, that the mountain of the Lord's house shall be
established as the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations
shall flow unto it. * And many peoples shall go and say: 'Come ye, and let us go up to the
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; and He will teach us of His ways,
and we will walk in His paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord
from Jerusalem. * And He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide for many
peoples; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into
pruninghooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any
more. ° O house of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the light of the Lord.
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Jeremiah 51

4 And | will punish Bel in Babylon, and | will bring forth out of his mouth that which he hath
swallowed up, and the nations shall not flow any more unto him; yea, the wall of Babylon
shall fall.
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Micah 4
! But in the end of days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the Lord's house shall be
established as the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and peoples
shall flow unto it. 2 And many nations shall go and say: 'Come ye, and let us go up to the
mountain of the Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and He will teach us of His
ways, and we will walk in His paths'; for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the
Lord from Jerusalem. ® And He shall judge between many peoples, and shall decide
concerning mighty nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and
their spears into pruninghooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they
learn war any more. * But they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig-tree; and
none shall make them afraid; for the mouth of the Lord of hosts hath spoken. ° For let all the

peoples walk each one in the name of its god, but we will walk in the name of the Lord our
God for ever and ever.
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Joel 4

® Proclaim ye this among the nations, prepare war; stir up the mighty men; let all the men of
war draw near, let them come up. *° Beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruning-
hooks into spears; let the weak say: 'l am strong.’ ! Haste ye, and come, all ye nations round
about, and gather yourselves together; thither cause Thy mighty ones to come down, O Lord!
12 et the nations be stirred up, and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat; for there will | sit
to judge all the nations round about. ** Let the nations be stirred up, and come up to the
valley of Jehoshaphat; for there will | sit to judge all the nations round about.
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Zechariah 8

* Thus saith the Lord of hosts: There shall yet old men and old women sit in the broad places
of Jerusalem, every man with his staff in his hand for very age. ° And the broad places of the
city shall be full of boys and girls playing in the broad places thereof. ® Thus saith the Lord of
hosts: If it be marvellous in the eyes of the remnant of this people in those days, should it
also be marvellous in Mine eyes? saith the Lord of hosts. 7 Thus saith the Lord of hosts:
Behold, | will save My people from the east country, and from the west country; 8 And | will
bring them, and they shall dwell in the midst of Jerusalem; and they shall be My people, and |
will be their God, in truth and in righteousness. 9 Thus saith the Lord of hosts: Let your hands
be strong, ye that hear in these days these words from the mouth of the prophets that were
in the day that the foundation of the house of the Lord of hosts was laid, even the temple,
that it might be built. 10 For before those days there was no hire for man, nor any hire for
beast; neither was there any peace to him that went out or came in because of the
adversary; for | set all men every one against his neighbour. 11 But now | will not be unto the
remnant of this people as in the former days, saith the Lord of hosts. 12 For as the seed of
peace, the vine shall give her fruit, and the ground shall give her increase, and the heavens
shall give their dew; and | will cause the remnant of this people to inherit all these things.
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